Village of Sussex
Street Tree Requirements & Species Guidance

Purpose

The Village of Sussex is committed to developing and maintaining a diverse, resilient, and
sustainable urban forest.

The Village’s Urban Forestry Management Plan establishes diversity targets commonly
referred to as the 20-10-5 Rule (no more than 20% of one family, 10% of one genus, and
5% of one species). These targets guide long-term canopy management and inform street
tree selection decisions.

Because the Village’s current inventory exceeds recommended thresholds for the genus
Acer, maples are not approved for new street tree planting at this time.

Ordinance Authority — Village of Sussex § 6.55

Species to be Planted: The size and genus, species and variety of trees and shrubs to be
planted in public areas and as part of a Village-approved forestry plan shall be submitted to
the Village Tree Board for approval before commencement of such work.

All street tree species must be approved by the Village Tree Board and must align with the
Village’s Forestry Plan and diversity goals.

Professional Discretion

The Village Forester may approve minor deviations where site conditions, nursery
availability, or infrastructure constraints limit options.

Developer Requirements

« Submit genus, species, and cultivar for approval

* Provide caliper size and location

* Select species from the Approved Street Tree List

» Species not listed require Village Forester review

 Acer (maple) species will not be approved until diversity targets are met

Siisse




Street Tree Diversity Standards for Development

All development and redevelopment projects that include street tree planting shall comply
with the following diversity limits within each individual plan:

* No more than 20% of trees from any one family
* No more than 10% of trees from any one genus
* No more than 5% of trees from any one species

Street tree plans exceeding these thresholds will be returned for revision.

Approved Street Tree Species — Sussex, WI

Small Trees (Under Utilities / Narrow Terraces)

e American Hophornbeam/Ironwood - Ostrya virginiana
e Amur Chokecherry — Prunus maackii

e Crabapples spp — Malus spp.*

e Eastern Redbud - Cercis canadensis

e Golden Glory Dogwood - Cornus mas

e Hawthorn (thornless cultivars) - Crataegus spp.*

e Japanese Tree Lilac - Syringa reticulata

e Peking Lilac - Syringa pekinensis

e Serviceberry - Amelanchier spp.

Medium Trees (Standard Terraces 25’)

e American Hornbeam - Carpinus caroliniana
e Black Gum (Tupelo) - Nyssa sylvatica

e European Hornbeam - Carpinus betulus

e Hackberry - Celtis occidentalis

e Horse Chestnut - Aesculus x carnea *

e Katsura - Cercidiphyllum japonicum

e Ohio Buckeye - Aesculus glabra*

e River Birch - Betula nigra

e Thornless Honeylocust - Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis*
e Turkish Filbert - Corylus colurna




Large Shade / Canopy Trees (Large Terraces <5’)

American Sweetgum - Liquidambar styraciflua

Bald Cypress - Taxodium distichum (site-specific)

Bur Oak - Quercus macrocarpa*

DED-Resistant Elm Hybrids — Ulmus cultivars (e.g., Princeton, New Harmony)
Ginkgo- Ginkgo biloba*

Gold Rush Dawn Redwood - Metasequoia glyptostroboides ‘Gold Rush’
Kentucky Coffeetree - Gymnocladus dioicus

Littleleaf Liden - Tilia americana*

London Planetree - Platanus x acerifolia*

Northen Catalpa - Catalpa speciosa

Red Oak - Quercus rubra*

Schuettei Oak - Quescus x schuettei

Swamp White Oak - Quercus bicolor*

Tulip Tree - Liriodendron tulipifera

Not Approved / Undesirable Street Trees

All Maples - Acer spp. (Over-represented - violates diversity targets)
All Spruce - Picea spp. (Over-represented, poor street performance, salt sensitivity)
Ash - Fraxinus spp. (Emerald Ash Borer)

Callery Pear - Pyrus calleryana (Weak structure / invasive)
Mulberry - Morus spp. (Messy fruit / weedy)

Willow - Salix spp. (Weak wood / large size)

Cottonwood / Poplar - Populus spp. (Brittle / messy)

Amur Cork Tree — Phellodendron amurense (Invasive)
Tree-of-Heaven - Ailanthus altissima (Invasive)

Buckthorn - Rhamnus / Frangula spp. (Invasive)

Russian Olive — Elaeagnus angustifolia (Invasive)

*Has other cultivars that are also approved

Questions & Contact Information

Bradley Kuehn

Village Forester
(262)-309-0314
bkuehn@sussexwi.gov
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