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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

To: September 17, 2024 Park and Recreation Board 

 

From: Gabriel Gilbertson, Community Development Director 

 

Re: Wildflower Subdivision 

 

Date: September 11, 2024                             

 

The Wildflower Subdivision is a 111-lot single family subdivision on the southeast corner of Main 

Street and State Highway 164. The land is currently agricultural and being farmed as such. Because of 

its use as a farm field, the number of trees to be removed to accommodate the subdivision is minimal.  

 

The submitted tree inventory is proposing to remove a total of 1,039 inches of trees and preserving 

1,564 inches of trees. The Code requires the developer to mitigate 90% of the total tree inventory 

meaning the developer would have to plant 779 inches of trees to mitigate what is being removed.  

 

According to the submitted landscape plan, the developer is proposing to plant 315 trees for a total of 

787 inches. Because the developer is proposing to replant more inches worth of trees than is being 

removed, the Village would not require funds from the developer to plant trees elsewhere. 

 

Recommendation:  Staff recommends the Park and Recreation Board approve the tree preservation and 

mitigation plan for the Wildflower Subdivision subject to the developer implementing the submitted 

landscape plan and planting a total of 315 trees or 787 inches of trees and subject to the landscape plan 

being approved as part of the Developer’s Agreement.  

 

N64W23760 Main Street 

Sussex, Wisconsin 53089 

Phone (262) 246-5200 
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TO:  Parks & Recreation Board 

FROM:  Halie Dobbeck, Parks & Recreation Director 

RE:  External Organization Signage Policy 

DATE:  September 12, 2024 

 

Recent Supreme Court decisions have determined that municipalities cannot limit the content of messages 
posted by organizations renting their property. As a result, our previous signage policy has been nullified and a new 
policy has been drafted for your consideration. 

The updated policy stipulates that signage can only be posted by organizations that have contributed a minimum of 
$75,000 to Village improvements over the organization’s lifetime. These organizations have established long-term 
events in the Village, and restricting their signage would significantly affect our residents. If any of these 
organizations present a banner or message which upon a content-neutral staff review is determined to be a safety 
concern, additional steps will be taken. This includes but is not limited to the organization needing to hire security 
to ensure that Village staff and property are safe for the duration of the message or banner’s presence in the 
community. 
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 External Signage Policy 
 
Purpose:  The purpose of this policy is to establish users and procedures for external signage on 
public property. Both electronic signage and physical signage (typically banners) provide an 
advertising display for the promotion of events sponsored by the Village of Sussex, Pauline Haass 
Public Library, and local, permitted community organizations. It is intended to raise community 
awareness of events or of information which concerns the community residents. The sign may be 
used to announce other appropriate community events and information sponsored by groups or 
associations other than the Village of Sussex, if these events and information meet the criteria 
outlined in this policy. 

   
1. Permitted Users & Priority Order 
 a.  Village of Sussex, its departments and affiliated Park & Recreation entities 
 b.  Pauline Haass Public library and its affiliated entities 
 c.  Hamilton School District as requested by the District Superintendent 

d.  Community organizations that have contributed at least $75,000 over the lifetime of the 
organization towards Village improvements. 
 

2. Message/Sign Quantity  
Electronic Sign Physical Signage on Public Property 
No more than five messages will be 
allowed on the sign at any given time.  
Messages placed on the sign should be 
limited to a maximum of three lines in 
length and up to a maximum of 15 
characters per line (depends on font size). 

Only one banner can be posted on public 
property at a time. 

 
4. Message/Sign Posting Duration 

Electronic Sign Physical Signage on Public Property 
Messages will only be allowed on the sign 
a maximum of four weeks prior to the 
event.   

Banners are only allowed to be posted a 
maximum of four weeks prior to the event. 

 
5.  Limitation of Message Content 
The content of the message is suggested to be limited to include the following information. 
 a. date 
 b. time 
 c. name of event/program 
 d. location 
 e. cost 
 f. reason 
The message/banner proof must be submitted at least 72 business hours in advance of set up to the Parks 
and Recreation Department. It will be reviewed on a content neutral basis. If staff determines that it may 
cause a security concern for Village property or staff, the entity will need to pay for necessary security to 
protect the Village’s property. 
 
Updated 10 March 2010; adopted 27 April 2010; updated 12 September 2024 




