
Please note that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through 
appropriate aids and services. For additional information or to request this service, contact the Village Clerk at 246-5200. 

 
 

AGENDA 
VILLAGE OF SUSSEX 

PARKS & RECREATION BOARD 
6:30 PM TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2024  

SUSSEX CIVIC CENTER – COMMUNITY ROOM 1ST FLOOR 
N64W23760 MAIN STREET 

Pursuant to the requirements of Section 19.84, Wis. Stats., notice is hereby given of a meeting of the Village of Sussex Park & 
Recreation Board, at which a quorum of the Village Board may attend in order to gather information about a subject which they 
have decision making responsibility. The meeting will be held at the above noted date, time and location. Notice of Village Board 
Quorum, (Chairperson to announce the following if a quorum of the Village Board is virtually in attendance at the meeting: Please 
let the minutes reflect that a quorum of the Village Board is present and that the Village Board members may be making 
comments under any area where the public may comments or if the rules are suspended to allow them to do so.) 
 

1. Roll call 

2. Consideration and possible action on the minutes from the March 19, 2024, meeting 

3. Discussion and Possible Action on Park and Open Space Public Open House and Plan 

4. Comments from Citizens Present 

5. Discussion and Possible Action on Special Event Permit for Calvary Baptist Church Disc Golf 
Tournament 

6. Discussion and Possible Action on Grogan Park Renovation Layout 

7. Park & Recreation Director’s Report 

a. UPCOMING MEETINGS REMINDER 

i. Tuesday April 30, 2024 – 6pm Ball Field Complex Public Meeting 

ii. May 7, 2024 – 6pm Village Park Master Plan User Groups Public Meeting 

8. Topics for Future Agenda Items 

9. Adjournment 

Robert Fourness 
Chairperson 

      __________________________________ 

Jeremy Smith 
Village Administrator 

N64W23760 Main Street 
Sussex, Wisconsin 53089 

(262) 246-5200 
info@sussexwi.gov 

villagesussex.org 
 





























































































































































































































#267061 – Sussex POSP Table 5.2 
110-1259 
JED/RLR/mid/nkk 
02/29/24; 07/12/23 
 
 
Table 5.2 
Recommended Protection of a Natural Area, Critical Species Habitat Sites,  
and Geological Sites in the Village of Sussex 
 

Site Identification Site Area (acres) 

Proposed 
Acquisition Agency 

Number 
on 

Map 2.8 Area Name 
Classification 

Codea 

Existing 
Protective 
Ownership 

Proposed 
to Be 

Acquired Total 
1 Cooling’s Sedge Meadow NA-3 10 3 13 Waukesha County 
2 Simmons Wetland Habitat CSH -- 1 1b Waukesha County 
3 Sussex Marsh CSH 14 12 26c Village of Sussex 
4 Sussex Meadow CSH 23 9 32 Village of Sussex 
5 Sussex Lime Kiln GA-1 -- 1d 1 WDNR 
6 Sussex Railroad Cut GA-3 3 2 5e Waukesha County 

 Total: Six Sites 50 28 78 -- 

a NA-3 identifies Natural Areas of local significance 

CSH identifies Critical Species Habitat sites 

GA-1 identifies Geological Areas of statewide or greater significance 

GA-3 identifies Geological Areas of local significance 
b Includes only the acreage located in the Village. Total acreage is 239 acres. Waukesha County and the Village of Pewaukee own portions of 
the site outside the Village of Sussex. The remaining acreage is under private ownership. 

c Includes only the acreage located in the Village. Total acreage is 51 acres. Of the 26 acres located within the Village, 11 acres are owned by 
the Village of Sussex as part of Grogan Park; three acres are owned by the Union Pacific Railroad; and 12 acres are located on private 
property in the Village. 

d About a 0.25-acre portion of the site is currently located within both the Canadian National Railway and Union Pacific Railroad rights-of-way. 
e Includes only the acreage located in the Village. Total acreage is six acres. Of the over five acres located within the Village, over one acre is 
owned by the Waukesha County as part of the Bugline Recreation Trail; over two acres are owned by the Union Pacific Railroad, and nearly 
two acres are located on private property in the Village. 

Source: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and SEWRPC 
 



#267062-2 – Sussex POSP Table 5.3 
110-1259 
JED/RLR/mid/nkk 
04/04/24; 03/20/24; 03/05/24; 02/29/24; 02/14/24 
 
 
Table 5.3 
Recommended Acquisition and Development at Existing and  
Proposed Park Sites in the Village of Sussex: 2024-2050 
 

Site Name 
Proposed 

Acquisition (acres) Proposed Facility Development 
Proposed Park Site 1 (Neighborhood Park) 5 One Basketball Goal (Half Court) 

Tennis/Pickleball Courts 
Playground 
Playfield 
Picnic Area 
Open Air Shelter 
Drinking Fountain 
General Development 

Proposed Park Site 2 (Neighborhood Park) 10 Sandlot Ball Diamond 
Two Basketball Goals (One Full Court) 
Soccer Field 
Tennis/Pickleball Courts 
Playground 
Playfield 
Hiking Trails 
Open Air Shelter 
Picnic Areas 
Sand Pit 
Drinking Fountain 
General Development 

Proposed Park Site 3 (Neighborhood Park) 3 One Basketball Goal (Half Court) 
Playground 
Playfield 
Open Air Shelter 
Picnic Area 
Drinking Fountain 
General Development 

Armory Park 2 Two Basketball Goals (Full Court) 
Tennis Courts 
Skatepark 
Lighting to Main Ball Diamonds 
Additional Restrooms Facilities 
Master Park Plana 

Butler Nature Preserve 72 Nature/Hiking Trails 
Corky Curtis Trail -- Trail Segment from Silver Spring Drive to an Existing Trail 

Segment through Spring Green Park to Clover Drive, 
including a Crossing over Spring Creek 

Develop the Three Remaining Segments of the Trail 
Grogan Park -- Update Playground and Basketball Court 

Install Drinking Fountain 
Redesign Cul-de-sac 

Mapleway Park -- Update Facilities 
Redford Hills Subdivision Nature Preserve -- Biking/Walking Trails 
Ridgeview Park -- Install Drinking Fountain 
Stonewood Estates Park -- Update Facilities 
Swimming Pool/Aquatic Facility -- Feasibility Study for Swimming Pool/Aquatic Facility 

Table continued on the next page. 
   
   
   
   



Table 5.3 (Continued) 
 

Site Name 
Proposed 

Acquisition (acres) Proposed Facility Development 
Village Park 18 Lion’s Open Air Shelter, North Open Air Shelter, Parks Shop, 

and Passive Area 
Baseball/Softball Quintplex 
Concert Venue 
Permanent Beer Garden Facility 
Update Baseball Field 

Vista Run Park -- Playground, Playfield, and Other Park Development 
Nature/Hiking Trails 

Woodland Creek Trail -- Trail Segment from Woodland Trails Subdivision to Good 
Hope Road through Woodland Creek Nature Preserve 

Woodside Elementary School -- League Softball Diamond 
Swimming Pool/Aquatic Facilityb -- Swimming Pool/Aquatic Facility 
Gym/Indoor Recreation Facilityb -- Gym/Indoor Recreation Facility 

Total 110 -- 

Note: “General Development” includes such activities and facilities as grading, landscaping, signs, lighting, picnic tables, benches, parking 
lots, access drives, and walkways. “General Development” items that are considered a capital expense are specifically listed on this 
table and in Table 5.4 and are included in the Village Capital Improvement Plan for 2024-2028. 
Although not included on this table, this plan also recommends that the Village continue routine maintenance activities at all existing 
Village-owned park and open space sites and recreational facilities. 

a The Master Plan is expected to include the development of a skatepark and basketball goals and the renovation of the baseball/softball 
diamonds, soccer fields, shelter, playground and other support facilities and general development. 

b It’s anticipated that the potential development of a swimming pool/aquatic facility and a gym/indoor recreation facility will occur on existing 
Village-owned lands. 

Source: Village of Sussex and SEWRPC 
 



#267063-2 – Sussex POSP Table 5.4 
110-1259 
JED/RLR/mid/nkk 
04/04/24; 03/11/24; 03/06/24; 02/14/24 
 
 
Table 5.4 
Proposed Development and Improvements at Existing Parks 
and Trails in the Village of Sussex: 2024-2028 
 

Site Name Proposed Improvement Development Cost ($) 
Corky Curtis Trail Develop a Trail Segment from Silver Spring Drive to an Existing 

Trail Segment through Spring Green Park to Clover Drive, 
including a Crossing over Spring Creek 

155,000 

 Subtotal 155,000 
Grogan Park Update Playground and Basketball Court 165,000 

Install Drinking Fountain 7,500 
Redesign Cul-de-sac 50,000 

Subtotal 222,500 
Mapleway Park Update Facilities 165,000 

Subtotal 165,000 
Ridgeview Park Install Drinking Fountain 7,500 

Subtotal 7,500 
Stonewood Estates Park Update Facilities 165,000 

Subtotal 165,000 
Swimming Pool/Aquatic Facility Feasibility Study for Swimming Pool/Aquatic Facility 35,000 
 Subtotal 35,000 
Village Park Construction of Lion’s Open Air Shelter, North Open Air Shelter, 

Parks Shop, and Passive Area 
--a 

Acquire 18 Acres for Park Expansion and Development of 
Baseball/Softball Quintplex 

--a 

Subtotal --a 
Vista Run Park Construct Playground, Playfield, and Other Park Development 165,000 

Subtotal 165,000 
Woodland Creek Trail Develop a Trail Segment from Woodland Trails Subdivision to 

Good Hope Road through Woodland Creek Nature Preserve 
24,000 

Subtotal 24,000 
Total: Nine Sites 939,000 

Note: Although not included on this table, this plan also recommends that the Village continue routine maintenance activities at all existing 
Village-owned park and open space sites and recreational facilities included in the 2024-2028 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). Other 
maintenance activities may be added as part of the annual CIP update. 

a Cost to be determined by final design. 

Source: Village of Sussex and SEWRPC 
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Map 5.2
Park and Open Space Plan for the Village of Sussex: 2050
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Map 5.3
Village of Sussex Trail System Plan: 2050
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Map 5.4
Pedestrian and Regional Trail System Plan for the Village of Sussex: 2050
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	< Objective 1: To provide an integrated system of public general-use outdoor recreation sites and 
related open space areas that provide residents of the Region with adequate opportunities to 
participate in a wide range of outdoor recreation and outdoor education activities.

•	 Principle 1.1: Good physical and mental health is an inherent right of all residents of the Region.  
Providing public general use outdoor recreation sites and related open space areas contributes to 
physical and mental health by providing opportunities to participate in a wide range of outdoor 
recreation activities. Moreover, an integrated park and related open space system properly 
related to the natural resource base, such as the existing surface water network, can provide the 
dual benefits of satisfying recreational demands in an appropriate setting while protecting and 
preserving valuable natural resource amenities. Finally, an integrated system of public general use 
outdoor recreation sites and related open space areas can contribute to the orderly growth of the 
Region by lending form and structure to urban development patterns.

A. PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION SITES

•	 Principle 1.2: Public general use outdoor recreation sites promote good physical and mental 
health both by providing opportunities to participate in such athletic recreational activities as 
baseball, swimming, tennis, and ice-skating—activities that help maintain physical health because 
of the exercise involved—as well as opportunities to participate in more leisurely activities such as 
walking, picnicking, or just rest and relaxation. These activities tend to reduce stress and thereby 
help maintain physical and mental well-being. Well designed and properly located public general-
use outdoor recreation sites also provide a sense of community, bringing people together for social 
and cultural as well as recreational activities.  This contributes to desirable and stable residential 
neighborhoods and therefore benefits the communities in which such facilities are provided.

	º Standard 1.1: The public sector should provide general use outdoor recreation sites sufficient in 
size and number to meet the recreation demands of the resident population. These sites should be 
spatially distributed in a manner that provides ready access by the resident population to natural 
resource or man-made amenities. To achieve this standard, the public general use outdoor recreation 
site requirements should be met as indicated in the following tables:

 

 

Publicly Owned Park Sites 

Site Type 
Size 

(gross acres) 

Minimum per 
Capita Public 
Requirements 

(acres per 
1,000 persons)b Typical Facilities 

Maximum Service 
Radius (miles)a 

Urbanc Rural 
Id Regional 250 or more 5.3 Campsites, swimming beach, picnic areas, 

golf course, ski hill, ski-touring trail, boat 
launch, nature study area, playfield, 
softball diamond, or passive-activity areae 

10.0 10.0 

IIf Multi-Community 100-249 2.6 Campsites, swimming pool or beach, 
picnic areas, golf course, ski hill, ski-
touring trail, boat launch, nature study 
area, playfield, softball and/or baseball 
diamond, or passive-activity areae 

4.0g 10.0g 

IIIh Community 25-99 2.2 Swimming pool or beach, picnic areas, 
boat launch, nature study area, softball 
and/or baseball diamonds, soccer fields 
and other playfields, tennis courts, or 
passive- activity areae 

2.0i -- 

IVj Neighborhood Less than 25 1.7 Wading pool, picnic areas, softball and/or 
baseball diamonds, soccer fields 
and other playfields, tennis court, 
playground, basketball goal, ice-skating 
rink, or passive-activity areae 

0.5-1.0k -- 



	º Standard 1.2: Public general use outdoor recreation sites should, as much as possible, be located 
within the designated primary environmental corridors of the Region.

B. RECREATION RELATED OPEN SPACE

•	 Principle 1.3: Meeting the recreation demands of the Region’s residents cannot be accomplished 
solely by providing public general use outdoor recreation sites. Certain recreational activities 
such as hiking, biking, scenic driving, and cross country skiing are best provided through a 
system of trails and recreation corridors located on or adjacent to linear resource-oriented open 
space lands. A well-designed system of recreation following linear open space lands can also 
serve to physically connect existing and proposed public parks, thus forming a truly integrated 
park and recreation related open space system. Such open space lands also satisfy the need for 
natural surroundings, serve to protect the natural resource base, and ensure that many scenic 
areas and areas of natural, cultural, or historic interest are properly considered in determining 
existing and future land use patterns.

	º Standard 1.3: The public sector should provide sufficient open space lands to accommodate a 
system of resource-oriented recreation corridors to meet the resident demand for trail-oriented 
recreation activities. To fulfill this recommendation, the following recreation-related open space 
standards should be met:

1.	 A minimum of 0.16 linear miles of recreation related open space consisting of linear recreation 
corridorsp should be provided for each 1,000 people in the Region

2.	 Recreation corridors should have a minimum length of 15 miles and a minimum width of 
200 feet

3.	 The maximum travel distance to recreation corridors should be five miles in urban areas and 
10 miles in rural areas

4.	 Resource-orientated recreation corridors should maximize the use of:

a.	 Primary environmental corridors as locations for trail-oriented recreation activities

b.	 Outdoor recreation facilities provided at existing public park sites

c.	 Existing trail-type facilities within the Region

Publicly Owned School Sitesl 

Site Type 
Size 

(gross acres) 

Minimum per 
Capita Public 
Requirements 

(acres per 
1,000 persons)n Typical Facilities 

Maximum Service 
Radius (miles)m 

Urbanc Rural 
Id Regional 250 or more -- -- -- -- 

IIf Multi-Community 100-249 -- -- -- -- 
IIIh Community 25-99 0.9 Playfield, baseball diamond, softball 

diamond, or tennis court 
0.5-1.0o -- 

IVj Neighborhood Less than 25 1.6 Playfield, playground, baseball diamond, 
softball diamond, basketball goal, or 
tennis court 

0.5-1.0o -- 

 



	< Objective 2: To provide sufficient outdoor recreation facilities to allow the resident population 
of the Region adequate opportunities to participate in intensive nonresource-oriented outdoor 
recreation activities.

•	 Principle 2.1: Participating in intensive nonresource-oriented outdoor recreation activities 
including basketball, baseball, ice-skating, soccer, playfield and playground activities, softball, 
swimming, and tennis provides an individual with both the opportunity for physical exercise and an 
opportunity to improve their physical fitness. These activities also provide an outlet for stress and 
an opportunity to share recreational experiences, participate in team play, and interact with other 
people in the community.

	º Standard 2.1: A sufficient number of facilities for participating in intensive nonresource-oriented 
outdoor recreation activities should be provided throughout the Region. To achieve this standard, 
the per capita requirements and design criteria for various facilities should be met as indicated in 
the following table:

Minimum Per Capita Facility Requirementsq Design Standards Service 
Radius 

of 
Facility 
(miles)r Activity Facility Owner 

Facility per 
1,000 
Urban 

Residents 
Typical Location 

of Facility 
Facility 

Requirements 
Additional Suggested  

Support Facilities 
Support Facility 
Requirements 

Total Land 
Requirement 

(acres per 
facility) 

Baseball Diamond Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.09 
0.01 
0.10s 

Multi-
community, 
community, 
and 
neighborhood 
parks  

2.8 acres per 
diamond 

Parking (30 spaces per diamond) 
 
Night lightingt 
Concessions and bleacherst 
Buffer and landscape 

0.28 acre per 
diamond 

-- 
0.02 acre minimum 
1.40 acres per 
diamond 

4.5 2.0 

Basketball Goal Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.91 
0.22 
1.13 

Neighborhood 
parks 

0.07 acre per 
goal 

-- -- 0.07 0.5 

Ice-Skating Rink Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.15u 
    -- 
0.15 

Neighborhood 
parks 

0.30 acre per 
rink 
minimum 

Warming house 0.05 acre 0.35 
minimum 

0.5 

Playfield 
Activities 

Playfield Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.39 
0.11 
0.50 

Neighborhood 
parks 

1.0 acre per 
playfield 
minimum 

Buffer area 0.65 acre minimum 1.65 
minimum 

0.5 

Playground 
Activities 

Playground Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.35 
0.07 
0.42 

Neighborhood 
parks 

0.25 acre per 
playground 
minimum 

Buffer and landscape 0.37 acre 0.62 
minimum 

0.5 

Soccer Field Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.69 
0.17 
0.86 

Multi-
community, 
community, 
and 
neighborhood 
parks 

1.0 acre per 
field 
minimum 

Buffer 0.65 acre 1.65 1.0 

Softball Diamond Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.53 
0.07 
0.60 

Multi-
community, 
community, 
and 
neighborhood 
parks 

1.70 acre per 
diamond 

Parking (20 spaces per diamond) 
 
Nighttime lightingt 
Buffer 

0.18 acre per 
diamond 

-- 
0.80 acre per 
diamond 

2.68 1.0 

Swimming Pool Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.015v 
      -- 
0.015 

Multi-
community 
and 
community 
parks 

0.13 acre per 
pool 
minimum 

Bathhouse and concessions 
Parking (400 square feet per space) 
Buffer and landscaping 

0.13 acre minimum 
0.26 acre minimum 
0.70 acre minimum 

1.22 
minimum 

3.0 
3.0 

Tennis Court Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.50 
0.10 
0.60 

Multi-
community, 
community, 
and 
neighborhood 
parks 

0.15 acre per 
court 

Parking (2.0 spaces per court)  
Nighttime lightingt 
Buffer 

0.02 acre per court 
-- 
0.15 acre per court 

0.32 1.0 
 

 



	< Objective 3: To provide sufficient outdoor recreation facilities to allow the resident population of 
the Region adequate opportunities to participate in resource-oriented outdoor recreation activities.

•	 Principle 3.1: Participating in resource-oriented outdoor recreation activities including camping, 
golf, picnicking, downhill skiing, and swimming provides an opportunity for recreational activity in 
natural surroundings as well as an opportunity for physical exercise. In addition, family members 
can participate together in activities such as camping, picnicking, and swimming. 

	º Standard 3.1: A sufficient number of facilities for participating in intensive resource-oriented 
outdoor recreation activities should be provided throughout the Region. To meet this standard, 
the per capita requirements and design criteria for various facilities should be met as follows:

Minimum Per Capita Facility Requirementw Design Standards Service 
Radius 

of 
Facility 
(miles)x Activity Facility Owner 

Per Capita 
Requirements 

(facility per 
1,000 residents) 

Typical 
Location of 

Facility 
Facility 

Requirements 

Additional 
Suggested 

Support 
Facilities 

Support Facility 
Requirements 

Total Land 
Requirements 

(acres per 
facility) 

Resource 
Requirements 

Camping Campsite Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.35 
1.47 
1.82 

Regional and 
multi-
community 
parks 

0.33 acre per 
campsite 

Restrooms – 
showers 

Utility 
hookups  

Natural area 
backup lands 

-- 
 
-- 
 
1.5 acres per 
campsite 

1.83 Ungrazed 
wooded area 

Presence of 
surface water 

Suitable 
topography 
and soils 

25.0 

Golf Regulation 
18-hole 
course 

Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.013 
0.027 
0.040 

Regional and 
multi-
community 
parks 

135 acres per 
course 

Clubhouse, 
parking, and 
maintenance 

Practice area 
 
Woodland or 
water areas 

Buffer  

8.0 acres per 
course 

 
5.0 acres per 
course 

35.0 acres per 
course 

2.0 acres per 
course 

185.00 Suitable 
topography 
and soils 

Presence of 
surface water 

Form-giving 
vegetation 
desirable 

10.0 

Picnicking Tables Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

6.35y 
2.39 
8.74 

Regional, 
multi-
community, 
community, 
and 
neighborhood 
parks 

0.07 acre per 
table 
minimum 

Parking 
 
 
Shelters and 
grills 

Buffer and 
parking 
overflow 

0.02 acre per 
table (1.5 space 
per table) 

-- 
 
0.02 acre per 
table 

0.11 Topography 
with scenic 
views 

Shade trees 
Presence of 
surface water 
desirable 

Suitable soils 

10.0 

Skiing Developed 
slope 
(acres) 

Public 
Nonpublic 

Total 

0.01 
0.09 
0.10 

Regional, 
multi-
community, 
and 
community 
parks 

1.0 acre per 
acre of 
developed 
slope 

Chalet 
 
Parking 
 
Ski tows (and 
lights) 

Buffer and 
maintenance 

Landscape 

0.13 acre 
minimum 

0.25 acre per 
acre of slope 

0.40 acre per 
acre of slope 

0.40 acre per 
acre of slope 

0.35 acre per 
acre of slope 

2.10 Suitable 
topography 
and soils 

(20 percent 
slope 
minimum) 

North or 
northeast 
exposure 

25.0 

Swimming Beach 
(linear feet)  

 
Public 

Nonpublic 
Total 

Major 
Inland
Lakes 

Lake 
Michigan 

Regional, 
multi-
community, 
and 
community 
parks 

40 square feet 
per linear 
foot 
(average) 

Parking 
 
 
Bathhouse-
concessions 

Buffer areas 
 

0.2 acre per acre 
of beach 

 
0.10 acre 
minimum 

10 square feet 
per linear foot 

--z Natural beach 
Good water 
quality 

10.0 
 

6 
12 
18 

16 
-- 

16 

 



	< Objective 5: To provide sufficient surface water access areas to allow the resident population of 
the Region adequate opportunities to participate in water-based outdoor recreation activities on 
major inland lakes and rivers and on Lake Michigan, consistent with safe and enjoyable surface 
water use and the maintenance of good water quality.

•	 Principle 5.1: The major inland lakes and rivers of the Region and Lake Michigan provide 
opportunities for water-based recreation activities, including canoeing, fishing, ice fishing, 
motorboating, sailing, and water-skiing, which may involve unique forms of physical exercise 
or simply provide opportunities for rest and relaxation within an attractive natural setting. 
Participating in such activities requires the general public to have access to major inland lakes and 
rivers and Lake Michigan.

Minimum Per Capita Public 
Facility Requirementsaa Design Standards 

Activity Facility 

Per Capita 
Requirements 
(linear mile per 
1,000 residents) 

Typical 
Location 
of Facility 

Minimum 
Facility 

Requirements 
(acres per 

linear mile) 

Suggested 
Support 

Facilities and 
Backup Lands 

Minimum Support 
Facility 

Requirements 
(acres per 

linear mile) 
Resource 

Requirements 
Biking Route 

Trail 
--bb 

0.16 
Scenic roadways 
Recreation corridor 
 

-- 
1.45 

Route markers 
Backup lands with 
resource amenities 

-- 
24.2 

-- 
Diversity of scenic, historic, natural, 
and cultural features  

Suitable topography (5 percent 
slope average maximum) and soils 

Hiking Trail 0.16 Recreation corridor 0.73 Backup lands with 
resource amenities 

24.2 Diversity of scenic, historic, natural, 
and cultural features 

Suitable topography and soils 
Horseback 

Riding 
Trail 0.05 Recreation corridor 

Regional Park 
1.21 Backup lands with 

resource amenities 
24.2 Diversity of scenic, historic, natural, 

and cultural features 
Suitable topography and soils 

Nature Study Center 
 
 
 

Trail 

One per county 
 
 
 

0.02 

Regional, multi-
community, and 
community parks 

 
Recreation corridor 
Regional, multi-
community, and 
community parks 

-- 
 
 
 

0.73 

Interpretive center 
building 

 
Parking 
Backup lands with 
resource amenities 

-- 
 
 
 

24.2 

Diversity of natural features, 
including a variety of plant and 
animal species 

Suitable topography and soils 
Diversity of natural features, 
including a variety of plant and 
animal species 

Suitable topography and soils 
Scenic Driving Route --cc Scenic roadways 

Recreation corridor 
-- Route markers -- -- 

Cross Country 
Skiing 

Trail 0.02 Recreation corridor 
Regional and multi-
community parks 

0.97 Backup lands with 
resource amenities 

24.2 Suitable natural and open areas 
Rolling topography 

Snowmobiling Trail 0.11 Private lands 
(leased for public use) 

1.45 Backup lands, 
including resource 
amenities and 
open lands 

24.2 Suitable natural and open areas 
Suitable topography (8 percent 
slope average maximum) and soils 

 

	< Objective 4: To provide sufficient outdoor recreation facilities to allow the resident population of 
the Region adequate opportunities to participate in trail-related and other extensive land-based 
outdoor recreation activities.

•	 Principle 4.1: Participating in extensive land-based outdoor recreation activities including biking, 
hiking, horseback riding, nature study, scenic driving, cross country skiing, and snowmobiling 
provides opportunities for contact with natural, cultural, historic, and scenic features. In addition, 
these activities can increase an individual’s understanding of the environment and potential 
pressures on the environment. Similar to intensive resource-orientated activity, family members 
can participate together in extensive land-based recreation activities, which serves to strengthen 
relationships within the family. Participating in activities like biking, hiking, and nature study 
provides an opportunity to educate younger members of the family in the importance of 
environmental issues that may become of greater concern as they approach adulthood.

	º Standard 4.1: A sufficient number of facilities for participating in land-based outdoor recreation 
activities should be provided throughout the Region. Public facilities provided for these activities 
should be located within the linear resource-orientated recreation corridors identified in Objective 1. 
The following per capita standards and design criteria should be met to achieve this standard:



	º Standard 5.1: Access sites available for use by the general public on streams and major lakes 
(50 acres or larger) should be provided in accordance with the requirements established by the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources in Sections NR 1.90 and NR 1.91 of the Wisconsin 
Administrative Code.

	º Standard 5.2: Access sites with parking should be provided on major streams throughout the 
Region. The maximum interval between access points on major canoeable streamsdd should be 
10 miles.

	< Objective 6: To preserve sufficient high-quality open space lands for protection of the underlying 
and sustaining natural resource base and enhancement of the social and economic well-being, 
environmental quality, and biodiversityee of the Region. 

•	 Principle 6.1: Ecological balance and natural beauty are primary elements to sustaining a healthy 
environment and maintaining the social and economic well-being of the Region. Preserving the 
most significant aspects of the natural resource base, that is, primary environmental corridors, 
natural areas and critical species habitat sites, and prime agricultural lands, contributes to 
sustaining the ecological balance, natural beauty, and economic well-being of the Region. 

A.	 PRIMARY ENVIRONMENTAL CORRIDORS, SECONDARY ENVIRONMENTAL CORRIDORS, AND 
ISOLATED NATURAL RESOURCE AREAS 

•	 Principle 6.2: The primary environmental corridors are a composite of the best individual elements 
of the natural resource base including lakes, streams, rivers, and their associated floodplains and 
riparian buffers; woodlands, wetlands, plant and wildlife habitat; areas of groundwater discharge 
and recharge; organic soils, rugged terrain, and high relief topography; and significant geological 
formations and physiographic features. Protecting these elements of the natural resource base 
reduces flood damage, abates soil erosion, protects water supplies, cleans the air, enhances wildlife 
population, preserves biological diversity, and provides continued opportunities for scientific, 
educational, and recreational activities.

	º Standard 6.1: All remaining nonurban lands within the designated primary environmental 
corridors in the Region should be preserved in essentially natural open uses. When possible, 
secondary environmental corridors and isolated natural resource areas and connections between 
them should also be preserved.

B. NATURAL AREAS AND CRITICAL SPECIES HABITATS

•	 Principle 6.3: Natural areas and critical species habitats are important in a number of ways - 
including economically, because they support advances in agriculture and medicine; functionally, 
because they enhance surface water and groundwater quality, minimize erosion, and enhance air 
quality; educationally; recreationally; aesthetically; in basic scientific research; and in maintaining 
biological and genetic diversity. In a less tangible but equally important way, natural areas and 
critical species habitats contribute to the overall quality of life for the Region’s residents.

	º Standard 6.2: The remaining natural areas and critical species habitat areas should be preserved.

C. PRIME AGRICULTURAL LANDS

•	 Principle 6.4: Prime agricultural lands, in addition to providing food and fiber, can supply significant 
wildlife habitat; contribute to maintaining an ecological balance between plants and animals; 
offer locations close to urban centers for producing certain food commodities that may require 
nearby population concentrations for efficient distribution; provide opportunities for agricultural 
and agriculture-related employment; provide open spaces that give form and structure to urban 
development; and serve to maintain the natural beauty and unique cultural heritage of the Region.

	º Standard 6.3: Prime agricultural lands should be preserved for agricultural use.



	º Standard 6.4: Agricultural lands surrounding adjacent areas with high-value natural resource, 
educational, or recreational attributes should be considered for preservation to provide a buffer 
between such resources and urban development.

	< Objective 7: To satisfy outdoor recreation and related open space needs in an efficient and 
economical way.

•	 Principle 7.1: The total resources of the Region are limited and any undue investment in park and 
open space lands must occur at the expense of other public investment.

	º Standard 7.1: The sum total of all expenditures required to meet park demands and open space 
needs should be minimized.

Footnotes
a Identifying a maximum service radius for each park type is intended to provide another guideline to assist in determining park 
needs and to assure that each resident of the Region has ready access to the variety of outdoor recreation facilities commonly 
located in parks, including space and facilities for both active and passive outdoor recreational use.

b For regional and multi-community parks, which generally provide facilities for resource-orientated outdoor recreation activities 
for the total population of the Region, the minimum per capita acreage requirements apply to the total resident population 
of the Region. For community and neighborhood parks, which generally provide facilities for intensive nonresource-oriented 
outdoor recreation activities primarily in urban areas, the minimum per capita acreage requirements apply to the resident 
population of the Region residing in urban areas.

c Urban areas are defined as areas containing a closely spaced network of minor streets that include concentrations of residential, 
commercial, industrial, governmental, or institutional land uses having a minimum total area of 160 acres and a minimum 
population of 500 people. These areas are usually incorporated and served by sanitary sewerage systems. These areas have 
been further classified into the following categories:  Mixed-Use City Center (urban land with at least 18.0 dwelling units per 
net residential acre), Mixed-Use Traditional Neighborhood (urban land with at least 7.0 to 17.9 dwelling units per net residential 
acre), Small Lot Traditional Neighborhood (urban land with at least 4.4 to 6.9 dwelling units per net residential acre), Medium 
Lot Neighborhood (urban land with at least 2.3 to 4.3 dwelling units per net residential acre), and Large Lot Neighborhood 
(urban land with at least 0.7 to 2.2 dwelling units per net residential acre).

d Regional parks are defined as large outdoor recreation sites with a multi-county service area. Such parks rely heavily on natural 
resources for their recreational value and character, and provide opportunities for participating in a wide variety of resource-
oriented outdoor recreation activities.

e A passive activity area is defined as an area within an outdoor recreation site that provides an opportunity for such  leisurely 
recreational activities as walking, rest and relaxation, and informal picnicking. These areas are generally located in parks or in 
urban open space sites, and usually consist of a landscaped area with mowed lawn, shade trees, and benches.

f Multi-community parks are defined as intermediate size sites having a Countywide or multi-community service area. Similar to 
regional parks, these sites rely on natural resources for their recreational value and character.  Multi-community parks, however, 
usually provide a smaller variety of recreational facilities and have smaller areas devoted to any given activity.

g In general, each resident of the Region should reside within 10 miles of a regional or multi-community park. It should be noted, 
however, that within urban areas (population of 40,000 or greater) each urban resident should reside within four miles of a 
regional or multi-community park.

h Community parks are defined as intermediate size parks having a multi-neighborhood service area. These parks rely more on 
the development characteristics of the service area than on natural resource amenities for location.

i The need for a community park in urban areas can be met by the presence of a regional or multi-community park. Each 
resident of an urban area with a population of 7,500 or greater should be within two miles of a community, multi-community, 
or regional park.

j Neighborhood parks are defined as small sites that have a neighborhood as the service area. These sites usually provide facilities 
for intensive nonresource-oriented outdoor recreation activities and are generally located in urban areas. Recreation lands at 
the neighborhood level should ideally be provided through a joint community-school district venture, with the facilities and 
recreational land area required to be provided on one site available to serve the recreation demands of both the school student 
and resident neighborhood populations. Using the neighborhood park standard of 1.7 acres per 1,000 residents and the school 
standard of 1.6 acres per 1,000 residents, a total of 3.3 acres per 1,000 residents or approximately 21 acres of recreation lands in 
a typical small lot traditional or medium lot (medium-density) neighborhood would be provided. These acreage standards relate 
to lands required to provide recreation facilities typically located in a neighborhood and are exclusive of the school building site 



and associated parking area and any additional natural resource areas that may be incorporated into the design of the park 
site such as drainageways and associated stormwater retention basins, areas of poor soils, and floodplains.

k The maximum service radius of neighborhood parks is governed primarily by the population density in the vicinity of the park. 
In Mixed-use City Center and Mixed-Use Traditional Neighborhood (high-density) urban areas, each resident should reside 
within 0.5 mile of a neighborhood park; in Small Lot Traditional Neighborhood and Medium Lot Neighborhood (medium 
density) urban areas, each resident should reside within 0.75 mile of a neighborhood park; and in Large Lot Neighborhood 
(low-density) urban areas, each resident should reside within 1.0 mile of a neighborhood park. It should be noted that the need 
for a neighborhood park can also be met by a regional, multi-community, or community park within the 0.5, 0.75, or 1.0 mile 
service radii in these areas. Further, it should be noted that in applying the service radius criterion for neighborhood parks, only 
multi-use parks five acres or greater in area should be considered as satisfying the maximum service radius standard. Such 
park sites generally provide areas that offer space for passive recreational uses, as well as facilities that provide opportunities 
for active recreational uses.

l Facilities for intensive nonresource-oriented recreational activities in urban areas are commonly located in community or 
neighborhood school outdoor recreation sites. These facilities often provide a substitute for facilities usually located in parks by 
providing opportunities for participating in intensive nonresource-orientated activities. It is important to note, however, that school 
outdoor recreation sites do not generally contain natural resource areas, which provide space for passive recreational use.

m Identifying a maximum service radius for each school site is intended to assist in determining active outdoor recreation facility 
requirements and to assure that each urban resident has ready access to the types of active intensive nonresource-oriented 
facilities commonly located in school recreation areas.

n For public school sites, which generally provide facilities for intensive nonresource-orientated outdoor recreation activities, the 
minimum per capita acreage requirements apply to the resident population of the Region residing in urban areas.

o The service radius of school outdoor recreation sites, for park and open space planning purposes, is governed primarily by 
individual outdoor recreation facilities within the school site. For example, school outdoor recreation sites that provide facilities 
such as playfields, playgrounds, and basketball goals typically have a service radius of 0.5 mile, which is the maximum service 
radius assigned to such facilities (see Standard 2 presented under Objective 2). As another example, school outdoor recreation 
sites that provide tennis courts and softball diamonds typically have a service radius of one mile, which is the maximum service 
radius assigned to such facilities (see Standard 2 presented under Objective 2). It is important to note that areas that offer 
space for passive recreational use are generally not provided at school outdoor recreation sites and therefore community and 
neighborhood school sites generally are not used when applying community and neighborhood park accessibility standards. 

p A recreation corridor is defined as a publicly owned continuous linear expanse of land that is generally located within scenic 
areas or areas of natural, cultural, or historical interest and provides opportunities for participation in trail-oriented outdoor 
recreational activities especially through trails designated for activities such as biking, hiking, horseback riding, nature study, 
and cross country skiing.

q Facilities for intensive nonresource-oriented outdoor recreation activities generally serve urban areas. The minimum per capita 
standards for facilities offering these activities, therefore, apply to the total resident population in each urban area of the Region.

r For each facility offering an intensive nonresource-oriented activity, the service radius indicates the maximum distance a 
participant should have to travel from their home to participate in the corresponding activity.

s Each urban area having a population of 2,500 or greater should have at least one baseball diamond.
t Support facilities such as lighting, concessions, and bleachers generally should not be provided in neighborhood parks. These sites 
typically do not contain sufficient acreage to allow an adequate buffer between such support facilities and surrounding residences.

u Each urban area should have at least one ice-skating rink.
v Each urban area having a population of 7,500 or greater should have one public swimming pool or beach.
w Facilities for intensive resource-orientated activities serve both rural and urban residents of the Region. The minimum per capita 
requirements for facilities for intensive resource-oriented activities, therefore, apply to the total resident population of the Region.

x Participants in intensive resource-oriented recreational activities travel relatively long distances from their homes. The 
approximate service radius indicates the normal maximum distance a participant in the respective resource-oriented activity 
should have to travel from their home to participate in the corresponding activity.

y The allocation of the 6.35 picnic tables per 1,000 residents to publicly owned parks is as follows: 3.80 tables per 1,000 residents 
of the Region to be located in regional and multi-community parks to meet the resource-oriented picnicking standard for the 
Region and 2.55 tables per 1,000 residents of urban areas in the Region to be located in community and neighborhood parks 
to meet local picnicking standard for urban areas of the Region.

z A picnic area is commonly provided adjacent to a swimming beach as a support facility. Thus, the total amount of acreage 
required for support facilities must be determined on a site-by-site basis.



aa Both urban and rural residents of the Region participate in trail-related activities. Thus, minimum per capita requirements for 
trails apply to the total resident population of the Region.

bb Bike routes are located on existing public roadways; therefore, no requirement is indicated.
cc Scenic driving routes are located on existing public roadways; therefore, no requirement is provided. However, a recreation 
corridor may provide a uniquely suitable area for the development of a system of scenic driving routes.

dd Major canoeable streams are defined as those streams that have a minimum width of 50 feet over a distance of at least 10 miles.
ee Biodiversity refers to the number and abundance of animal and plant species, their genetic composition and variability, and 
the ecological connection between and among species.

Source: SEWRPC
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Village of Sussex Parks and Open Space Plan 2024-2028
Public Input Survey

1. Please select your age range:

2. Please indicate the number of people living in your household by age (including yourself):

490
Responses

26:12
Average time to complete

Closed
Status

18-29 years old 26

30-49 years old 288

50-69 years old 144

70+ years old 29

1 2 3 4 5 or more N/A

Children 0-5

Children 6-12

Children    13-17

Adults      over 18



3. What brings you to Sussex? Choose all that apply:

4. If you live in Sussex, how long have you lived here?

I Live Here 425

I Work Here 47

I Shop/Dine/Recreate Here 200

Visit Family/Friends Here 101

Less than 1 year 38

More than 1 year, less than 5 ye… 113

More than 5 years, less than 10 … 76

More than 10 years, less than 15… 53

15+ years or longer 151

I do not live in Sussex 31











12. Are there additional gaps in the bicycle and pedestrian network in the Village of Sussex beyond
what is listed in the previous question? If yes, what are some locations that you would like to see
improved or areas where you'd like to see trails added?



13. Considering the various age groups of people in the Village of Sussex, please indicate whether the
existing park facilities adequately meet their needs. **If needs are not currently met, please
specify what is lacking in the blank box below.

14. If you indicated that needs are not met for a certain age group, please explain.

Adequately Serviced Needs Currently NOT met Unsure

Families

Toddlers 0-5 years

Children 6-12 years

Adolescents 13-18 years

Adults 19-49 years

Adults Over 50 years







15. I think that it is important for the Village of Sussex to…

16. How often do you use public parks or public outdoor spaces in Sussex?

Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

Provide Small Neighbor-hood Parks

Provide Larger (Regional) Parks that Serve the
Whole Community

Provide Indoor Sport/Recreation Facilities

Provide Natural Areas (prairies, forests,
grasslands, etc.)

Provide Public Swimming Areas

Provide Walking, Hiking and Biking Trails

Provide Sports Fields and Facilities (Baseball,
Soccer, etc.)

Provide Hard Surface Sports Courts (Tennis,
Pickleball, Basketball, etc.)

Maintain Existing Park and Recreational Facilities

Add New Parks and Facilities

Daily 77

Weekly 253

Monthly 80

Seasonal 60

Yearly 4

Never/Rarely 15



17. If you indicated that you rarely or never use public parks or public outdoor spaces, could you tell
us more about why you do not utilize these spaces?

18. Please select all of the parks and open spaces in the Village of Sussex that you have visited or used
in the last 12 months:

Armory Park 301

Butler Nature Preserve 35

Coldwater Creek Park 68

Cooling Meadows Nature Preser… 21

Grogan Park 52

Madeline Park (Train theme) 190

Mapleway Park (Spiderweb feat… 105

Melinda Weaver Park (Pickleball… 115

Menomonee Park Dog Exercise … 155

Prides Crossing Park (updated i… 101

Ridgeview Park (Pirate Ship the… 60

Spring Green Park (Dinosaur the… 79

Stone Family Park (Located in th… 109

Stonewood Estates Park 30

Village Park 407

The Grove at Village Park (Playg… 336

Weyer Park (by the Library/Civic … 248

Woodland Nature Preserve 75



19. From the list of Parks , what do you rate each of the parks you typically visit?

*Amazing* 5 4 3 2 *In Need of Repair* 1 NA

Armory Park

Butler Nature Preserve

Coldwater Creek Park

Cooling Meadows Nature Preserve

Grogan Park

Madeline Park (Train theme)

Mapleway Park (Spiderweb feature)

Melinda Weaver Park
(Pickleball/Tennis/Basketball)

Menomonee Park Dog Exercise Area (Located in
Waukesha County Menomonee Park)

Prides Crossing Park (updated in 2022)

Ridgeview Park (Pirate Ship theme)

Spring Green Park (Dinosaur Theme)

Stone Family Park (Located in the Village of
Lisbon)

Stonewood Estates Park

Village Park

The Grove at Village Park (Playground/Splashpad)

Weyer Park (by the Library/Civic Center)



20. What is your favorite park and/or open space to visit in the Village of Sussex?



21. When visiting Village of Sussex Parks and Recreation areas, which activities do you or members of
your household commonly participate in? Choose All That Apply.

Splash Pad 259

Youth Baseball/Softball 93

Adult Baseball/Softball 25

Road Biking 137

Picnicking 158

Playground 286

Ice Skating 58

XC Skiing 13

Disc Golf 95

Attending Special Events or Fest… 278

Snowmobiling 11

Wildlife Watching 111

Soccer 72

Nature Walks 283

Story Walks 80

Basketball 45

Pleasure Walking 286

Trail Hiking/Running 205

Road Running 49

Tennis 40

Dog Walking 193

Skateboarding 11

Pickleball 108

Snowshoeing 22

Other 18



22. Please indicate your thoughts on the following amenities to add to the community:

Absolutely Needed Needed Not Needed We Have Too Many

More or Improved Baseball/Softball Fields

More or Improved Soccer Fields

More Paved Pedestrian/Bicycle Paths

Additional Nature/Multi-Use Trails

More Basketball Courts

More Tennis Courts

More Pickleball Courts

Volleyball Courts

More Nature Preserves

More Covered Picnic Areas

Swimming Facility

Skateboard and/or Bike Recreational Area

Outdoor Performance Venue

Indoor Recreation/Fitness Center

More Playgrounds

No Additional Amenities



23. If you could add just one of the above amenities to our park system, what would it be?

24. What suggestions do you have for how to improve the
Village of Sussex’s parks and open spaces?

More or Improved Baseball/Soft… 14

More or Improved Soccer Fields 4

More Paved Pedestrian/Bicycle … 39

Additional Nature/Multi-Use Tra… 45

More Basketball Courts 3

More Tennis Courts 7

More Pickleball Courts 29

Volleyball Courts 2

More Nature Preserves 22

More Covered Picnic Areas 18

Swimming Facility 178

Skateboard and/or Bike Recreati… 10

Outdoor Performance Venue 33

Indoor Recreation Center 38

More Playgrounds 6

No Additional Amenities 6







25. Considering the various age groups of people in the Village of Sussex, please indicate whether the
existing recreation program offerings adequately meet their needs. If needs are not currently
met, please specify what is lacking in the blank box below.

26. If you indicated that needs are not met for a certain age group, please explain.

Adequately Serviced Needs Not Currently Met Not Sure

Families

Toddlers 0-5 years

Children 6-12 years

Adolescents 13-18 years

Adults 19-49 years

Adults Over 50 years



27. How often do you attend any Recreation Programs/Activities organized by the Parks and
Recreation Department?

15

94

58

115

112

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Every few months

Only Special Events

Rarely or Never 67

28. Think about all of the recreation programs you have participated in over the past year, please rate
the overall quality of these programs.

4.13
Average Rating



29. Have an idea for a new recreation program? Let us know here!









35. Think about all of the special events you have participated in over the past year, how would you
rate their overall quality?

4.25
Average Rating

36. Have an idea for a new special event? Let us know here!
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